
Apra 30th-SOUTHAMPTON TO BOURNEMOUTH RELAY 

T he general opinion of the members who travelled b y coach to the 
Sou t h Coast fo r this rel ay race was t hat (be fixture is ODe really worth 
keeping. T his is not at a ll surprising brcause apart from the excitement 
of the race itself , the jOUrDE'y is a very pleasant one, t aking you through 
miles of beautifu l country and many picturesq ue villages. and so i t is 
almost certa in that t his year our first time of enter ing will not be the 
last. 

T he race was st a r led by the Mayor of Southampton from the forccourt 
of th£' cit y's palatial Civic Centre , and was run by way of T otton , the 
New Forest, Lyndh urst and Christchurch. and finish ed outside t he Bourne­
mouth Town Hall , a tolal dist ance of approximately 30 m iles. 

First runller of our team was Jimmy Addington who d id very well 
to hand over in fourth p lace out. of the t hirt een run ners, the lea~ers being 
\ Vestbury H .. Ryde H ., and Portsmouth A.C., in that order. Then Ted 
' '''hitlock, the on ly junior in our t eam, ran a really grand leg. Not 
only was he the fastest man over his relay, but. he brought us up t o 
second place , and very clasp to the West.bury runner, much to the delight 
of th t" Club's support.ers who, with the aid of rattles and powerful vocal 
cords, made wh at m ust have been the great est noise ever heard in the 
sleepy little village of Lyndhurst. 

From here Doug Laycock took over and he ran t he toughest leg of 
t he six, which was up and down h ill all the way, t hrough t.he New 
Forest. and although h e did not gain on the leading runner , he definit ely 
increased the gap bet.wef'n ourselves and the t h ird t eam . T he fourth 
relay was run by George Arrow an d he held our position and we began 
t.o fee l t hat we were cert ain to finish second, for to catch \ Vestb ury was 
more than we could hoJX' to do as we knf'w they had exceptiona lly good 
runners on t.he fi nal two legs . and Rydc were 300 yards behind us . B ut 
on the fifth relay w(' received a great sh ock, for Johnnie Moores , who 
ran this one, did not enjoy a good rac!' and he could not hold the R yde 
runnpr who overtook him and handed o,,·er 100 yards ahead, and in the 
mean time ' ''est bury had mcrt'nst'd t heir lead to a t least 800 yards. On 
the last relay ,"\'e saw Alan T ur ing, who has run so many good if'am 
ra('('s for t h e Club, make a great bid to recapture second p-Iace, and he 
;lctually caught the R yde man, but tlw d Iort was too much fo r h im and 
in an exciting run in over the last 200 yards he was just beaten by a 
few yards. 

But we can well feel proud to ha\·c finished t hird at our fust time 
of trying. a nd should bpar in mind the words of the Mayor of Bourne­
mouth as he prf's('ntf'd our team with their third p lace meda ls-" T o 
\Valton I say. Bad luck . I hope you will come again . We li ke t o see 
the shield go round and your turn will come ." 

Result : 

Name 
J. Addingto n 
E. ' Vhitlock 
D . Laycock 
G . Arrow 
J. Moores 
A . T uring 

1. '''estbury H . (2 hrs. 39 mins. 14 sees.) 
2. Ryde H. 
3 , , Valton A.C. 
4 . E astleigh A .C. 

Distance Individual Time 
4 mi les 11 50 yds . 28.57 
4 miles 700 yds. 23.12 
5 mil<'s 700 yds . 27.29 
4 miles 800 yds . 25.38 
5 mil ps 500 yds. 31.09 
<I Illiles 1650 yds. 27.39 
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Tota l Time 
28.57 
52.09 

1.19.38 
1.45. 16 
2. 16.25 
2.4'1.04 


